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I am in the position of filling the 
footsteps of a giant with our club. Bob put 
his heart and soul into the club and 
brought about many needed changes.  
The road he lead us to is very clear and 
has made my job very easy. Many thanks 
Bob, I know you’ll be behind me to give 
me help or suggestions as will the Board 
and other members. This is our club and 
every member is a valued part to make it 
run smoothly, and I welcome any help 
from the membership. As we start a new 
year I would like to start keep track of the 
points and give recognition to members 
who month in and month out show us 
their images. It takes lots of time and 
emery to keep this up.

As one of the main reasons to come 
together is to learn, I would like to share 
some information I have on Photo tips.  

BETTER BACKGROUNDS:  
 How you handle the subject’s 

background can make or break an image. 
How to shoot outdoor plant portraits 
using your own backgrounds. Outdoor 
locations aren’t always ideal, but if you 
want your subject to stand out from a 
cluttered or ugly backdrop, a carefully 
positioned artificial background could be 
just the job. 

INTEGRATE YOUR SUBJECT:
  A textured background is likely to 

compete for attention but if you want to 
integrate the subject with its surrounds, 
choose one that offers a contrast - rough 
with smooth or angular with wavy, for 
example.

IMPROVISE A SUPPORT:
If there’s no one to hold the 

background for you improvise a support 
with your tripod or gaffer tape and a few 
canes.  Put it as far away from the 
subject as you can without introducing the 
natural surrounds into the shot.

SOFTLY, SOFTLY:  
A wide aperture will render a soft 

background but maybe not enough depth 
of field to keep all of your subject sharp.  
Opt for a midrange zoom or telephoto on 
extension tubes and stop down to about f/
11.  

CREATE IMPACT:  
More often than  not, you’ll want the 

subject to stand out clearly from its 
surroundings. Use color to set the 
emotional tone and increase the 
impression of depth in the picture.  The 
longer the lens, the smoother the 
background tends to be.  (From digital 
Camera World issue 45)

Presidents Message
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Title Author Score
Assignment - Color

Title Photographer Score MP
PTired Alfred Pease 23  

Edmonds Artist Duane Blocker 23
Early Spring Phil Kollen 21
Two Dogs Mary Pease 21
Soap Duane Blocker 21
Unlike Others Mary Pease 20

Open  -  Color

Title Photographer Score MP
PEva Edric Daida 24

Keeping My Nose 
Clean

Duane Blocker 24
Wasp Like Insect Mary Pease 24
Gone Jim Ewins 23
Big Tree - Kings 
Canyon

Sylvia Ewins 23
Mile Post 97, Hwy 14 Edric Daida 23
Light Mask Phil Kollen 23 *
Puerto Vallarta 
Sunset

Phil Kollen 21

Assignment - 
MonochromeTitle Photographer Score MP

P

Open - Monochrome
Title Photographer Score MP

PInfrared Mt. Shuksan Alfred Pease 24 *
Harbor Mary Pease 23

June Print Competition Results 
Assignment: Juxtaposition 

Mt Shuksan In!ared by Al!ed Pease

Swamp Grass and Li#ies by Bruce Coxley 

Psychedelic Ferris Wheel by Mo Rutkin
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Year end awards
Digital Assignment:

 1st place Lost Green   Bill Pyle
 2nd    “  A Great Blue   LeRoy Van Hee
 3rd     “  Child In Tide Pool  Mary Pease

Digital Open: 

 1st Place Lavender Fields  Renate Kleinert
 2nd    “  Quiet Evening   Renate Kleinert
 3rd     “   Good Cake   LeRoy Van Hee

Digital Nature:

1st Place Swamp Grass And Lilies Bruce Coxley
2nd    “  Morning Fog    Maurene Rutkin
3rd    “   Maiden Hair Fern With
  Dew Drops   Maurene Rutkin

Digital Image Of The Year
 Swamp Grass And Lilies  Bruce Coxley

Slide - Assignment:
 1st Place False Bubbles   George Ferrara, APSA
 2nd    “  Silhouetted Geisha  George Ferrara, APSA
 3rd     “  Long Strokes   Paul Kovac

Slide - Open:

 1st Place Sailor’s Delight   Dick Roberts
 2nd    “  Give Me Five   Paul Kovac
 3rd    “   Color Flow   George Ferrara, APSA

Slide – Nature

 1st Place Mt. Shuskan Reflection  Phil Kollen
 2nd    “  Red Day Lily   George Ferrara, APSA
 3rd     “  Amanita Muscaria  George Ferrara, APSA

Slide Of The Year
 Mt. Shuskan Reflection  Phil Kollen

Sol Duc Falls by Renata Kleinert                      

Conucopia by Robert Rutkin                              
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Year end Print Awards

Color Print:

	
 1st place	
 Calla Lilly	
 	
 	
 Lynne Greenup
	
 2nd    “	
 	
 Mt, Shuksan	
 	
 	
 Duane Blocker
	
 3rd     “	
 	
 Ow, That Hurts	
 	
 Alfred Pease

 Monochrome Print: 

	
 1st Place	
 Yosemite Falls 	
	
 	
 Duane Blocker
	
 2nd    “	
 	
 Picnic Point Overpass	
 	
 Duane Blocker	

	
 3rd     “  	
	
 Birch	
 	
 	
 	
 Alfred Pease

Print Of The Year

	
 Calla Lilly	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 Lynne Greenup

NW Trek Ram by Mary Pease                            

A Great Blue- LeRoy VanHee Peach Hibiscus- Mo Rutkin                            
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It’s time for another entry from yours truly.  
What you say will he be prattling about today?  
Well I’m glad you asked.  Here are a couple of  
topics that I thought we might ponder.  

Photography, private or social?  Now I guess it 
doesn’t really need to be separated into two 
camps, but I was wondering about your 
thoughts.  I am sort of a dichotomy myself, 
around people I don’t know, I’m quite 
introverted, but around people I know it’s just 
the opposite.  I digress, many people venture 
that Photography is a solitary endeavor.  After 
all when we compose it’s just us and the 
viewfinder, lightmeter,  ect.  Yet I will seldom 
go on a long trek by myself, I like to have 
someone along.  There is something about 
sharing your love of a hobby that just makes it 
more fun.  You can share laughter for some of 
those special moments, such as when you 
were using a neutral grad and got so caught up 
with placing the graduated part you forgot to 
look and see that the bottom of the filter was 
cutting across your image.  If I share that 
with my wife, she’ll nod and non-verbally say, 
“that’s nice dear”.  I want that gut busting 
laughter from someone who really 
understands, and maybe has done something 
similar.  A great website is Joe McNally’s 

website where he talks about what he is doing.  
He’s a seasoned pro who shares some of the 
same craziness albeit with a larger budget. 
http://www.joemcnally.com/blog/.  So let’s get 
together and shoot, show me the sites around 
Washington, I haven’t been here that long.

Failed Attempts Revisited:  
I don’t know about you, I have a guess, but 

I have images that I’ve submitted, that weren’t 
quite there, or I’ve learned more about post 
processing and would like to give another shot.  
How about we have a night where we bring in 
those flawed gems and our new takes 
(interpretations) of them.  Someone did this at 
some point in the last year and a half.  Bring in 
the original image and your new 
interpretation.  Ansel Adams spent the 
majority of his later life in the darkroom 
interpreting his images.  He saw the negative, 
in musical terms, as the score and the Print as 
the concert.  As each conductor will put his 
interpretation on the music score, so do we as 
we adjust our image.  Ansel did it in the 
darkroom, dodging, burning, chemistry, filters, 
papers, ect.  We can replicate those processes 

Penned Puzzlings of a Print Director

Frosty Maple & Salal by Lynne Greenup

Child in Tide Pool by Mary Pease                     

http://www.joemcnally.com/blog/
http://www.joemcnally.com/blog/
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for the most part and way beyond 
with Photo imaging software.  
Personally I think Ansel would have 
loved the control.  Precise burning 
and dodging, HDR, refined contrast 
adjustment.  Hmmm, has anyone 
played with HDR in B&W images?

Here’s another idea I’ve been 
tossing around in my mind as a club 
assignment/diversion:  We take one 
image file, unmodified out of the 
camera, make it available to the 
members who are interested and then 
everyone processes the image to their 
interpretation and brings in the 

printed results and we display, compare and 
discuss them.  The reason I choose a print, 
is that, well I am the print director after 
all, and secondly with a print you know 
exactly what you have.  When we’ve display 
on the digital projector you don’t always 
know what you’re getting and the image 
range is just not there.  I was sitting behind 
Morrie at education night and what I saw 
and his screen and the projection wasn’t 
close.  So how about it? Anyone interested.  
I’m willing to donate an image.  Email me, 
call me, or catch me at a meeting and let 

me know if you’re interested.  Home 
email: DBBlocker@comcast.net.
 
Digital Painting or manipulation.  At 
what point is an image no longer a 
photograph?  Does it matter?  A big 
thing these days in portraiture is 
taking an image and giving it a painted 
look.  Most dramatically I’ve seen this 
done in Corel Painter.  The images are 
beautiful, but they are certainly not a 
straight image.  Are they Photography 
still?  What do the members of the 
club think?  I want to do one of these 
with a portrait of my daughters, for 

myself, but if I wanted to submit it as 
an image, is it a photograph?  Does anyone 
care?  I know there has been some 
discussion over a creative category, should 
we create on of those?  I have to wonder 
what the judges think of these kinds of 
attempts.  It’s such a Brave New World and 
I can’t find my Soma…

Puyallup Fair Carnival Ride- Charlie Beck

Escape- LeRoy VanHee

mailto:DBBlocker@comcast.net
mailto:DBBlocker@comcast.net
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Northwest Council of Camera Clubs & Columbia Council of 
Camera Clubs - Joint Conference
 (Puget Sound Camera Club is a member of NWCCC)
 
This years combined 2008 NWCCC / CCCC conference will be 
held September 26-27, in Tacoma, WA. 
 
There will be workshops from Weddings and Portraits to Table 
Tops and Landscapes. Major photographic companies and 
suppliers, such as HP, Nikon, Hunt's, Wacom, and many more, will 
be on hand with their latest products and technologies.  Be sure to 
bring your camera gear.  There will be an opportunity to have your 
sensor professionally cleaned at half price by one of the vendors.
 
 • LOCATION of the Conference:
Church of all Nations
111-112th Street E
Tacoma, WA
 
I really encourage all of you to attend this conference which is a 
wonderful opportunity to meet photographers from other camera 
clubs.  Also, see all of the photography entered and the winning 
entries.  This is a wonderful and economical way to learn to 
enhance your photographic skills, go on field trips, visit vendors 
and purchase some equipment.  Wonderful prizes too will be 
offered by some of the vendors through the sale of raffle tickets.  
The Council has always had excellent speakers and presentations  
For more information, please go to the web site at:
 
www.nwcameraclubs.org

 
Be sure to look at the competition forms and enter your own 
photography which is a  wonderful opportunity to have your work 
shown.
 
 
By:
Mary Pease, NWCCC Delegate for Puget Sound Camera Clubs

Bear in Campsite by Mary Pease

Taps by Robert Rutkin                                                    Fall Splendor- Lynne Greenup                        

http://www.nwcameraclubs.org/
http://www.nwcameraclubs.org/
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Puget Sound Camera Club Board Meeting 
Minutes,    
June 16, 2008
 
Present:  Morrie Carter, Bev Shelton, Alfred Pease, Mary Pease, Duane Blocker, Leroy 
VanHee, and Tom Nunn.
 
The meeting was called to order by Morrie Carter, Vice President at 6:55 pm. It was noted that 
there were not enough officers for a quorum.
 
Minutes from the previous meeting were read and approved as printed in the In-Focus.
 
ANNUAL MEETING: Mary Pease reported on the annual meeting and banquet which was 
held Monday, June 9. She said that the nominating committee presented a slate of 
officers:   president—Alfred Pease, secretary—Jacque Hodgen, print director—Duane Blocker.
 
There were no nominations from the floor and the candidates were each elected by 
unanimous vote. Awards were given for best prints, slides, and digital projections.
 
TREASURER:  Mary Pease reviewed income and expenses on the May 31st Financial 
Report. April dues of $80.00 and $30.65 refreshment income minus rent expense of $50.00 
and refreshment purchase of 36.59 brought the club’s checking balance to 2930.83 with one 
outstanding check of $50. The balance in the club’s reserve account at Drefus Investment is 
$2658.64. She noted that next month we will have expenses for awards night.
 
The treasurer’s report was accepted for audit.
 
PRESIDENT:  Bob Joiner was unable to attend because of health concerns.
 
VICE PRESIDENT:  Morrie Carter said that he would like more suggestions, more input, from 
members about what they would like in future education presentations. Alfred mentioned a 
photographer who could give a presentation on his trip to the Galapagos Islands.
 
Mary Pease suggested that we poll the members to see what they would like for Education 
Programs and where they might like to go on a field trip.
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Bev Shelton reported that we had one visitor at the banquet. Membership in 
the club remains at 58.
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Morrie suggested we include a calendar in the newsletter to help members 
plan their own schedules.
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Alfred Pease asked who is putting announcements of our club’s meeting times and place 
in the Edmonds Beacon. He recommended that we continue to schedule a show at the 
Edmonds Library. Last February’s show was very successful and worth repeating if we 
can. Morrie volunteered to contact the library to get on their schedule. We might also 
consider mounting shows at the Lynnwood and Mountlake Terrace Libraries.
 
The members present discussed moving the board meeting time to 7pm to make it 
easier for people commuting from work.
 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  It was announced that the revisions to the club’s Bylaws will be voted 
on Print Night, June 23rd.
 
Bev Shelton asked that all members contact her when their email address or postal 
address has changed to keep our directory up to date.
 
AWARDS:  Mary Pease mentioned that she needs verification of Print, Slide, and Digital 
Image of the Year so that she can issue checks for the monetary award.
 
Dues:  Reminder!  Many members’ dues need to be paid by July 1. Newer members pay 
their dues throughout the year on the anniversary of their membership.
 
NEWSLETTER:  Duane Blocker will be assembling the newsletter this month. 
Submissions for the next newsletter must be in to him by Saturday after Print Night.
 
PRINTS:  Duane Blocker said he will be putting together a list of future competitions with 
their deadlines.
 
DIGITAL:  With Robert Rutkin’s resignation the club is looking for a Digital Director. For 
the present Leroy VanHee, Morrie and Duane will share the duties. Submissions for 
Projection Night need to be sent to pscc-entry@pugetsound camera.com.
 
SLIDES:  Leroy VanHee brought up the possibility of putting together a slide show 
composed of members’ photos in and around Edmonds.
 
NWCCC:  Mary Pease said there are many opportunities to compete through the 
Council’s website. She will see if we can set up a link to the Northwest Council’s website 
from the club’s website. There is a postcard competition and Best of the Northwest for 
digital images. The Council’s conference is September 26, 27 in Tacoma.
 
P.S.A is holding their annual conference in Portland, OR Memorial Week.
 
 
 
FIELD TRIPS:  No report.
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WEBSITE: Leroy VanHee will be assisting Mo Rutkin with the website.
 
 ARCHIVES:  Morrie Carter wanted to remind people to bring photos of the Awards 
Banquet for Shirley Kovak.
 
EQUIPMENT:  No report
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:43 pm.
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
Tom Nunn
 

 

Mt. Shuksan by Duane Blocker

Birds by LeRoy VanHee Fall Splendor by Lynne Greenup                        



Puget Sound Camera Club  Page12

PSCC Board of Directors 
President 	
 Alfred Pease 	
 (425) 776-3527
Vice President	
 Morrie Carter 	
 (425) 771-8872
Co-Secretaries	
 Jacque Hodgen 	
 (425) 485-3247 
	
 Tom Nunn 	
 (425) 672-0994
Treasurer	
 Mary Pease 	
 (425) 776-3527
Slide Director	
 Dean Tebow 	
 (425) 697-5156
Print Director	
 Duane Blocker 	
 (425)-374-2250
PSCC Committees 
Archives	
 Shirley Kovac 	
 (425) 774-1858
Audit	
 Rosemarie Ferrara 	
(206) 365-0397
Digital Director 	
 Vacant
Education	
 Morrie Carter 	
 (425) 771-8872
Equipment	
 Renata Kleinert	
 (425) 355-7758
Field trips	
 Jacque Hodgen	
 (425) 485-3247
Membership	
 Beverly Shelton 	
 (425) 776-2442
Newsletter 	
 Duane Blocker 	
 (425) 776-2771
	
 Mike Wilson 	
 (206) 786-6635
NWCCC	
 Mary Pease 	
 (425) 776-3527
Print (Asst. Director)
	
 Lynne Greenup 	
 (425) 771-5703
PSA rep.	
 Renata Kleinert 	
 (425) 355-7758
PSA Nature comp.	
 Jim Geniesse 	
 (425) 259-2869
PSA Pictorial comp	
 Jim Geniesse 	
 (425) 259-2869
Refreshments	
 Frank Poysky 	
 (206) 364-6709 
	
 Bill Pyle 	
 (206) 367-2989
Web Master	
 Mo Rutkin 	
 (206) 368-8762

How Do They Survive by Robert Rutkin

Bull, One, Cowboy, Zero by Jim Geniesse, PPSA         Bob Joiner - Lucille Ainsworth Service Award
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July 2008 Events Calendar
Projection night —July 14th — Our regular meeting to show projected images (both slides and 
digital). There are three divisions, open, assignment and non-Judged. The July assignment is 
Flowers.
Board Meeting - July 21st We meet in the basement of the church. Parking and entrance adjacent 
tothe lower east parking lot. The driveway to the east lot is on the north side of the church. The 
normal entrydoor will not be open for this meeting.
Print night —July 28th — Our regular meeting to show printed images. There are three divisions, 
open, assignment and non-Judged. The July assignment is Nature (Marine Life)* PSA rules apply.

Other Events:
Rix Showcase — July 14 for photo submission. The Rix Showcase competition is for slideshows. 
Individuals or clubs may enter. This year Puget Sound Camera Club is entering a slideshow about 
Edmonds. We intend to tell the story of Edmonds’ special qualities in a photojournalistic style. This 
competition provides a unique opportunity for club members to learn more about making 
slideshows, and at the same time contribute a valuable service to the community. For more 
information see our Rix Showcase webpage.
Mt Baker Weekend Outing, August 1st through August 3rd. This will be a great event and it’s very 
reasonably priced. Here is the website
Kenmore Art Show—Enries due Aug. 15th; Prospective avail. from rflinstom@comcast.net or 
mebee@northlakelutheran.org. Public showing Aug.23-31 at Northlake Lutheran 6620 NE 185th St. 
Kenmore. Call 425/486-6050
EverybodyReads photo contest – Sponsored by the Edmonds Arts Commission - Deadline 
August 19, 2008 Click here for details. 
Photographic Society of America (PSA) Convention: Portland, OR Aug. 31-Sept. 6th. Click here 
for details.
Northwest Council of Camera Clubs (NWCCC) and Columbia Council of Camera Club (CCCC) 
Convention. Tacoma WA, September 26-27th Church of all Nations. Moose Peterson, wildlife 
photographer, is the keynote speaker. Various vendors will be offering digital sensor cleaning at half 
price. Field Trip: NWTrek September 28th. See the February PSCC Newsletter for details.
31st Annual Photographic Seminar October 18 & 19th, 2008 sponsored by Abbotsford Photo Arts 
Club. Featured speaker Darrel Gulin. Click here for details.

Yosemite Falls by Duane Blocker Sandhill Crane by Renata Kleinert                     

http://www.pugetsoundcamera.com/rix_showcase.htm
http://www.pugetsoundcamera.com/rix_showcase.htm
http://www.nwcameraclubs.org/index.php?option=com_events&task=view_detail&agid=5&year=2008&month=08&day=01&Itemid=13
http://www.nwcameraclubs.org/index.php?option=com_events&task=view_detail&agid=5&year=2008&month=08&day=01&Itemid=13
mailto:rflinstom@comcast.net
mailto:rflinstom@comcast.net
mailto:mebee@northlakelutheran.org
mailto:mebee@northlakelutheran.org
http://www.ci.edmonds.wa.us/ArtsCommission/index.stm
http://www.ci.edmonds.wa.us/ArtsCommission/index.stm
http://www.psa-photo.org/conferencesPageDisplay.asp?DivID=8&menuID=8&pageID=439
http://www.psa-photo.org/conferencesPageDisplay.asp?DivID=8&menuID=8&pageID=439
http://www.pugetsoundcamera.com/nl_archive/Feb08.pdf
http://www.pugetsoundcamera.com/nl_archive/Feb08.pdf
http://www.apac-seminar.ca/seminar_2008.htm
http://www.apac-seminar.ca/seminar_2008.htm
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Duane Blocker
5618 125th St. SW
Mukilteo, WA 98275

Mt. Shuksan Infrared by Alfred Pease


